
Fishing	  Industry	  Overview	  

In	  2011,	  South	  Africa’s	  commercial	  fishery	  industry	  was	  valued	  at	  about	  ZAR2bn	  annually	  and	  employs	  roughly	  27,000	  
people.	  

	  

South Africa Trade in Fish 
  
Depicted	  in	  the	  graph	  below	  is	  South	  Africa’s	  trade	  in	  fish	  which	  is	  characterised	  by	  a	  period	  of	  decline	  (2003-‐2006),	  peak	  
(2008)	  and	  recovery	  and	  growth	  (2009-‐2012).	  Despite	  these	  fluctuations,	  South	  Africa’s	  exports	  have	  continually	  exceeded	  
its	  imports	  of	  fish.	  In	  2012,	  exports	  (ZAR3.5bn)	  increased	  marginally	  by	  0.85%,	  while	  imports	  declined	  by	  0.78%	  resulting	  in	  
South	  Africa’s	  10th	  consecutive	  trade	  surplus.	  
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